Indices of calcium metabolism in women with hip fractures.
We have assessed indices of calcium metabolism in 41 women with hip fractures and compared them with two elderly control groups. The women with hip fractures had lower serum concentrations of albumin, 25-hydroxyvitamin D and osteocalcin than the controls. Serum concentrations of calcium, alkaline phosphatase and parathyroid hormone, as well as urinary hydroxyproline/creatinine ratios were similar in the three groups of women. The small reduction in serum osteocalcin concentration in fracture patients is consistent with the hypothesis that reduced osteoblast function may contribute to the osteoporosis which results in hip fracture.